[Pathogenicity of various species of Candida in an experimental murine system].
The systemic infection induced by Candida albicans, Candida krusei and Candida viswanathii was studied in an experimental murine system. Candida albicans is able to kill outbred CD1 mice within a few days and at a very low concentration; C. krusei is not pathogenic not even when inoculated at a higher concentration; C. viswanathii is able to kill animals only a a higher concentration. The different resistances do not seem to be under genic control, in as much as the different strains of mice used (hybrid CD2F1 and B6C3HF1, inbred Balb/c) show the same degree of resistance as the CD1 mice to the three species of Candida. The colony forming units (CFU) in the kidneys of CD1 mice inoculated intravenously with 10(5) cells of the three species of Candida, collected at various intervals showed a good correlation with the median survival times: a rapid moltiplication of the C. albicans is evident in the kidneys of the animals 24 hours after the inoculation, while the C. krusei and the C. viswanathii do not moltiply.